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and journeymen, acted as their foreman, was at the same time
their employer and sold the finished article to those who needed
it. We have seen how gradually he dropped one function
after another until by the beginning of the sixteenth century
the journeymen were sharply distinguished from their employers
and, after a short fight for freedom, were forced to subordinate
their interests to those of the masters organized in the Livery
Company At the other end of the scale the craftsman was
rapidly being deprived of his function as shopkeeper and the
actual provision of the public was assumed by men who occupied
themselves entirely with the commercial side of the business.
Two kinds of capitalists thus appeared on the scene and the
history of the sixteenth and early seventeenth centunes is the
story of their fight for control of the industry. On the one hand,
the merchant capitalist controlled the market by which the
craftsman could dispose of his wares; on the other, the successful
craftsman could by dint of his capital affect the market by
controlling production and starving out his smaller competitors.
The two kinds of capital struggled for supremacy in almost
every industry and the more complicated its process the more
confused was the fight. The various branches of the cloth trade
give perhaps the best illustration. Right up to the time of
James I the bulk of English cloth was exported as ' white doth',
i.e. undycd and unfinished. It went to Flanders and France
to be finished according to the taste of the foreign market.
This suited the drapers and the merchants of cloth very well,
but was by no means so pleasing to the Fullers and Shearmen,
who, in London, combined about 1527, got themselves incor-
porated as the Clothworkers and set about designs to prevent
this loss of possible work. They secured for a time the support
of the government in suppressing the export of unfinished cloth
and the battle went on throughout the century between them
and the drapers. We find that as a whole in London the com-
mercial interests predominated, but in provincial towns the
industrial.
Spread of Manufactures to the Country and the Suburbs. We